
A  F R E E  G U I D E  F O R  S T U D E N T S  A N D  P A R E N T S  ·  T A P  A  N A M E  T O  O P E N  I T

Prizes & Platforms for Young Thinkers
The world's most prestigious humanities and social science stages,

and roughly when they happen, all year round.

HOW TO READ THIS: OPEN OR REGISTRATION A DEADLINE ★ FINAL, AWARDS OR SHOWCASE

THE YEAR AT A GLANCE JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

E S S AY  &  R E S E A R C H  P R I Z E S

W R I T I N G  &  J O U R N A L I S M

D E B AT E  &  P U B L I C  S P E A K I N G

E X P E R I E N C E S  &  S H O W C A S E S

Please read: these dates are a general guide only, drawn from recent years, and they shift every cycle. Always confirm the current deadline, fee and eligibility on each organiser's own official website before you plan around it. Entry is free
unless a fee is shown; some stages, such as the world debating and public speaking finals, are reached by winning a national round first and involve travel. Project Agora is an independent tutoring practice and is not affiliated with, nor
endorsed by, any organisation listed here. TED-Ed Student Talks is a free, non-competitive showcase that we host for our own students.

P R O J E C T  A G O R A  ·  P R O J E C TA G O R A . U S A  F R E E  R E S O U R C E  ·  H U M A N I T I E S  &  S O C I A L  S C I E N C E S

John Locke Institute Global Essay Prize
Philosophy, politics, economics, history, law
· Free, dinner self-funded

Register ★

The Concord Review
Serious history research essays, published · $70 an essay

Marshall Society Essay Prize
Economics · University of Cambridge · Free

Open

Oxbridge college essay prizes
Year 12 · many open to international students · Free

Various deadlines

Harvard International Review Contest
Academic writing on world affairs · three cycles
· Small entry fee

Bennington Young Writers Awards
Poetry, fiction and non-fiction · Free

Open

New York Times student contests
Editorial, review and personal essays · Free

Several contests through the year

World Schools Debating Championship
The world final of school debating
· via your national team

★National selection

ESU International Public Speaking
National champions meet in London
· via your national win

★National rounds

International Public Policy Forum
Written and oral policy debate, in teams · Free by 15 Aug

★ Register

TED-Ed Student Talks
Give a TED style talk · run by Project Agora · Free

Training & showcase

★ Register

https://www.johnlockeinstitute.com/essay-competition
https://www.tcr.org/
https://marshallsociety.com/
https://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/undergraduate/essay-prizes/
https://hir.harvard.edu/contest
https://www.bennington.edu/events/young-writers-awards
https://www.nytimes.com/section/learning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Schools_Debating_Championships
https://www.esu.org/ipsc/
https://www.ippfdebate.com/
https://projectagora.us/

